
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H9841October 12, 1999
There was no objection.
f

JOHN K. RAFFERTY HAMILTON
POST OFFICE BUILDING

Mr. MCHUGH. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1374) to designate the United
States Post Office building located at
680 State Highway 130 in Hamilton,
New Jersey, as the ‘‘John K. Rafferty
Hamilton Post Office Building,’’ as
amended.

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 1374

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. DESIGNATION OF JOHN K. RAFFERTY

HAMILTON POST OFFICE BUILDING.
The United States Post Office building lo-

cated at 680 U.S. Highway 130 in Hamilton,
New Jersey, shall be known and designated
as the ‘‘John K. Rafferty Hamilton Post Of-
fice Building’’.
SEC. 2. REFERENCES.

Any reference in a law, regulation, map,
document, paper, or other record of the
United States to the United States Post Of-
fice building referred to in section 1 shall be
deemed to be a reference to the ‘‘John K.
Rafferty Hamilton Post Office Building’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. MCHUGH) and the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
FATTAH) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York (Mr. MCHUGH).

Mr. McHUGH. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, this represents the
fifth, final but certainly not the least
of the proposed naming bills that we
will have before us today. Indeed, I
think this whole House owes the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. SMITH) a
debt of gratitude for bringing to us
what in looking over the life of John K.
Rafferty is certainly someone who is
totally fitting for this kind of honor.

The gentleman from New Jersey
brought this bill to the committee on
April 12 of this year and, as with all of
the other naming bills, it does bear the
cosponsorship of the entire delegation
here in the House from the great State
of New Jersey. I do not want to under-
cut the sponsor’s comments here in a
moment, I know that he will have a
great deal to say about Mr. Rafferty,
but suffice it to say that he served his
community for more than 30 years. He
first worked on the Hamilton Com-
mittee for 6 years and then became
Hamilton’s first full-time mayor, serv-
ing continuously since 1976. In fact, Mr.
Rafferty intends to retire from the of-
fice of mayor early next year at the
completion of this term.

As we have heard today both in the
bills that have been proposed and some
of the comments, we would like to
think that these post office designa-
tions are extended to great Americans.
We heard earlier the gentleman from
Ohio speaking, I thought, very force-
fully about the very appropriate nature
of the designation to Mrs. Louise

Stokes, as someone who had a profound
effect on America and someone who ex-
emplifies what we think constitutes a
good and wholesome life as a citizen of
this great country. Certainly from the
information that I have seen on Mr.
Rafferty from the comments and sub-
missions by the gentleman from New
Jersey, in fact, Mr. Rafferty is a great
American, someone who perhaps is not
read about in the national newspapers
or heard often about in the national
news broadcasts but nevertheless a
man who every day wakes up and
thinks of one thing first beyond his
family and his loved ones and, that is,
service to his community, simply
working to try to make today a little
bit better than yesterday and hopefully
tomorrow a little bit better than
today. That is a great American.

I want to thank the gentleman from
New Jersey for his leadership on this
issue. As with all of the naming bills,
again my deep appreciation to the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
FATTAH), the ranking member, for not
just his cooperation and support but
for his leadership as well.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. FATTAH. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume. I
rise in support of H.R. 1374.

First of all I want to thank the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. MCHUGH)
who serves as the majority chair. The
Subcommittee on Postal Service has
had a great deal of responsibility over
the course of this session. First, of
course, the oversight of the largest
postal service anywhere in the world
and the finest, some 800,000 employees
on a whole range of issues. Our com-
mittee has dealt with postal reform in
macro. We have been working here
more recently on the whole issue of
fraudulent solicitation for sweepstakes
in a bill that we hope to have consid-
ered on the floor very soon.

Some might think for the Congress
to take time to honor individuals by
naming post offices is some type of
work that perhaps we could do in a dif-
ferent fashion, but I think that for this
body, the Congress, to take the time to
honor a mayor of a town in New Jer-
sey, a widow who raised her children,
saw one rise to be a Member of the
Congress and another the mayor of a
big city, to honor a Republican from
Kansas and a Democrat from California
and a baseball great is appropriate for
this House, to take and pause a
minute, because this country is made
up of individuals who helped make us
what it is that makes the rest of the
world want to have some small part of
the ideals that are represented here in
America represented in their lives.

I want to thank the majority chair-
man for facilitating these bills coming
to the floor. I would like to say we will
be back, I am sure, with other legisla-
tion that will deal with some of these
other matters, but today I think it is
important that these were brought for-
ward.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. MCHUGH. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Let me respond to the very, I think,
appropriate and certainly gracious
comments by the ranking member. I
think these designations are worthy of
this House floor. Certainly the coopera-
tive effort that he and the members on
his side bring to these kinds of initia-
tives very clearly underscores that. It
has been both a pleasure and an honor
to work with him. As he noted, we have
much work before us that we are look-
ing forward to on other endeavors. We
will be back indeed.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to yield
such time as he may consume to the
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
SMITH), the primary sponsor on this
bill.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, I want to thank my good
friend the chairman from New York for
yielding me this time and thank the
ranking member from Pennsylvania for
his very kind remarks about all of
those great individuals being honored
today but also and especially for Mayor
Rafferty from Hamilton Township.

Mr. Speaker, as a member of Con-
gress for the past 19 years, I believe
there is no one in the entire State of
New Jersey more deserving of recogni-
tion and praise than Jack Rafferty, a
dedicated mayor, community leader,
humanitarian and family man.

Thus, Mr. Speaker, I am privileged to
recommend passage of H.R. 1374, co-
sponsored, as the gentleman pointed
out, by the entire New Jersey delega-
tion, a bill to designate the U.S. postal
building located at 680 U.S. Highway
130 in Hamilton Township, New Jersey
as the ‘‘John K. Rafferty Hamilton
Post Office Building.’’ Mayor Rafferty,
who will be retiring from office in the
next few months, has served the people
of Hamilton with extraordinary dis-
tinction and honor as their mayor
since 1976, and for 6 years prior to that
time, he served on the Township Com-
mittee. Additionally, in 1986 and in
1987, Jack Rafferty served in the New
Jersey State Assembly from the 14th
District.

It is worth noting, Mr. Speaker, that
in 1996, Jack Rafferty was inducted
into the New Jersey Mayors’ Hall of
Fame. In 1997, the next year, the New
Jersey Conference of Mayors selected
him as the Mayor of the Year, another
well-deserved accolade and honor. Dur-
ing his 30 years of dedicated public
service, Mayor Rafferty has always
been committed to the residents of
Hamilton Township for whom he has
worked tirelessly and effectively. His
caring and commitment to the people
of Hamilton never wavered during that
service.

Mr. Speaker, Hamilton is a very
large community. It is comprised of ap-
proximately 90,000 people, covering 39
square miles. Amazingly, Jack knows
just about everybody in town and, sig-
nificantly, he has always treated ev-
eryone, friend, acquaintance, stranger,
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even political opponents, with respect
and dignity. He has always had a kind
word for everybody and nobody has a
better sense of humor than Jack
Rafferty.

Mr. Speaker, as Hamilton’s first full-
time mayor, Jack has blazed a trail un-
surpassed in accomplishment while he
significantly improved the quality of
life in the township, making it an ex-
ample for other communities in New
Jersey and around the country. And he
always did it with style, good humor
and class. Jack Rafferty was a mayor
ahead of his time. In fact he was forg-
ing ahead with action items like pre-
serving open space years before other
politicians discovered the benefit of
this enlightened initiative.

Almost everywhere you look in Ham-
ilton Township, you will recognize
Jack Rafferty’s legacy and handiwork.
From Hamilton’s 310-acre Veterans
Park, which Mayor Rafferty made a re-
ality soon after being elected, to the
botanical beauty of Sayen Gardens,
Hamilton today is an oasis in New Jer-
sey, a place set apart, a wonderful com-
munity to live and to raise a family.

Mr. Speaker, like other lawmakers at
the County, State, and Federal level, I
have worked very closely with Mayor
Rafferty for years on joint Federal and
local project initiatives to improve
Hamilton’s enviable quality of life.
These initiatives include his deter-
mined effort to establish a single post-
al identity for his community to unite
its various neighborhoods. In 1992,
Mayor Rafferty accomplished this goal
when the U.S. Postal Service finally
recognized Hamilton as the name to be
used when addressing letters to people
and businesses. Mr. Speaker, that is
why it is so fitting to name this postal
facility on Route 130 in Hamilton after
the mayor, if it were not for Jack, this
postal identity, like scores of other
things, would never have become a re-
ality.

Most recently, Jack worked to bring
a Northeast Corridor line train station
to Hamilton. During the dedication
ceremony for the station, Mayor
Rafferty spoke with pride about meet-
ing the needs of the growing number of
commuters who live in our area, not
just in Hamilton but in surrounding
communities as well, and he also
talked about the big landscaped hedge
sign along the Northeast Corridor
route that lets people know that they
are in Hamilton Township. Quite lit-
erally, he put Hamilton on the map.

Mayor Rafferty worked hard, effec-
tively and with a can-do type of vision
to develop Hamilton’s infrastructure,
including its award-winning water pol-
lution control system which has at-
tracted ecology students and teachers
from universities along with officials
from other municipalities. He knows
that a well-built, forward-thinking and
properly maintained infrastructure is
the key to balancing development, en-
vironmental protection and local pros-
perity.

While Mayor Rafferty realized the
importance of roads, highways, and

mass transit, he never forgot the life-
enhancing advantages that open space
and recreation bring to a community.
Hamilton now operates several major
parks, along with 25 baseball fields, 19
soccer fields, 38 tennis courts, 41 bas-
ketball courts and 39 neighborhood
playgrounds to serve its residents. Vet-
erans Park itself contains the State’s
largest municipal playground and the
largest public tennis facility and it is
the site of the annual SeptemberFest
celebration to which over 100,000 people
a year visit to enjoy the community of
Hamilton. These things do not happen
by accident. They are the result of
careful planning and careful execution.
We have our mayor to thank for it.

Keeping Hamilton beautiful, bursting
with trees, shrubs and flowers and fos-
tering a high standard of living has
been another Jack Rafferty hallmark.
Hamilton has planted 4,000 shade trees
since Mayor Rafferty took office and
the township continues to plant about
300 per year. Overall, Hamilton now has
3,500 acres of parkland. The infrastruc-
ture and open space improvements
made by Mayor Rafferty have sparked
important nonpolluting commercial
growth and provide for a diverse and
stable economy in Hamilton.

b 1600

Along with serving as Hamilton’s
mayor, Jack has always found the time
to be active in numerous civic associa-
tions as well, the township’s VFW post,
the Knights of Columbus, the YMCA,
and the Grange Society. Mayor
Rafferty also served as president of the
New Jersey Conference of Mayors from
1984 to 1986, and as I indicated earlier,
was the conference Mayor of the Year
in 1997.

Mayor Rafferty received more awards
than time permits me to mention on
the floor today during his service to
Hamilton, but just to name a few: the
Young Mens Christian Association Man
of the Year in 1992, the Boy Scouts of
America Distinguished Citizen Award
in 1996, and Project Freedom’s Angel
Award in 1998.

Mr. Speaker, finally just let me say
that I have known Jack Rafferty and
his wife Doris and their children,
Megan and Daniel, for many years.
They have been and are today a great
first family. They are caring people.
They epitomize what is good and hon-
orable about public service, and they
are class personified.

As mayor, Jack will be missed, but
always appreciated. I believe that des-
ignating the post office on Route 130 as
the John K. Rafferty Hamilton Post Of-
fice is the least that our citizens can do
to say ‘‘thank you’’ to someone who
has done so much for so many.

Mr. MCHUGH. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time but yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I cannot imagine any
way in which I can add to the elo-
quence and the depth of the very appro-
priate comments by the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. SMITH), and with

that I would simply urge all of our col-
leagues to join with the ranking mem-
ber and myself and all of the com-
mittee members in sponsoring the gen-
tleman from New Jersey’s very worthy
initiative.

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to
be an original co-sponsor of H.R. 2591, legis-
lation designating the United States Post Of-
fice located on Elm Street in Wakefield, Kan-
sas, as the ‘‘William H. Avery Post Office’’. Let
me commend Congressman MORAN for spon-
soring this legislation which is an appropriate
honor well deserved by the recipient.

Mr. Speaker, my wife Vicki and I have en-
joyed our friendship with Governor Avery over
the past several years, and we are both ex-
cited that this honor is being bestowed upon
a great public servant and good friend who
has always placed the people of the great
State of Kansas first.

When I think about the tremendous reputa-
tion Governor Avery still enjoys, I think about
the moniker given to a past politician: The
Happy Warrior. You cannot talk to Bill without
feeling his zest for life and his indomitable
spirit. It is not unusual to see Governor Avery
at an event in Kansas, shaking hands, kissing
babies and talking about the latest Republican
strategy. Sometimes a few of us in this es-
teemed Body get tired and frustrated. At those
moments I think of Governor Avery, his quick
smile, his knowing wink, his kind words, his
all-encompassing heart. Always smiling, al-
ways moving, always hopeful of the future, but
respectful of the past. Governor Avery is truly
Kansas’s Happy Warrior.

Mr. Speaker I realize that at times the floor
of the House can be partisan, and with your
indulgence I am going to add to that partisan
flame, just a bit. There is one memory I will al-
ways cherish, and it occurred in January of
1995. I was a new Member of Congress, full
of hope, a little overwhelmed, and flush antici-
pation of the job ahead.

I had some friends and family in my office
and in came Governor Avery. He came up to
me and shook my hand, and told me why he
had traveled back to D.C. You see Governor
Avery is also appropriately called Congress-
man Avery. He served in this House from
1955–1965. He related to me that when he
won his election in 1954, he thought he would
be entering a Republican Congress, but he
soon learned that the Democrats had regained
the majority. Congressman Avery was des-
tined to serve all his tenure in the minority. He
always felt a little jilted by history, and that is
why he wanted to be on the floor of the U.S.
House when the gavel passed. At that mo-
ment I realized how fortunate I really was to
be entrusted with a job representing the
Fourth Congressional District of Kansas, and I
realized just how historic a shift in Congress
can be.

Mr. Speaker, I hope Governor Avery is en-
joying the beautiful Autumn evening back
home in Wakefield, Kansas. I want to thank
him for all his words of inspiration, his dedica-
tion and his enduring attitude. When the his-
tory of Kansas is written, it will be as kind to
Governor Avery as he has been to anyone
who has had the good fortune to know him.

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to be able to call
Governor Avery my friend and to help recog-
nize him this day for the many accomplish-
ments he has provided the people of Kansas
and this great country.
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Mr. MCHUGH. Mr. Speaker, I yield

back the balance of my time.
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.

STEARNS). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
New York (Mr. MCHUGH) that the
House suspend the rules and pass the
bill, H.R. 1374, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill,
as amended, was passed.

The title of the bill was amended so
as to read: ‘‘A bill to designate the
United States Post Office building lo-
cated at 680 U.S. Highway 130 in Ham-
ilton, New Jersey, as the ‘John K.
Rafferty Hamilton Post Office Build-
ing.’.’’

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MCHUGH. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may be granted 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H.R. 1374, bill just passed.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.
f

SENSE OF THE HOUSE URGING 95
PERCENT OF FEDERAL EDU-
CATION DOLLARS BE SPENT IN
THE CLASSROOM

Mr. GOODLING. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
resolution (H.Res. 303) expressing the
sense of the House of Representatives
urging that 95 percent of Federal edu-
cation dollars be spent in the class-
room, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:
H. RES. 303

Whereas effective teaching begins by help-
ing children master basic academics, holding
children to high standards, using effective,
scientifically based methods of instruction
in the classroom, engaging and involving
parents, creating safe and orderly class-
rooms, and getting dollars to the classroom;

Whereas our Nation’s children deserve an
educational system that provides opportuni-
ties to excel;

Whereas States and localities must spend a
significant amount of education tax dollars
applying for and administering Federal edu-
cation dollars;

Whereas the administrative costs of the
United States are twice the average of other
countries in the Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development (OECD);

Whereas it is unknown exactly what per-
centage of Federal education dollars reaches
the classroom, but according to the Depart-
ment of Education, in 1998, 84 percent of the
Department’s elementary and secondary edu-
cation dollars were allocated to local edu-
cational agencies and used for instruction
and instructional support;

Whereas the remainder of the Depart-
ment’s dollars was allocated to States, uni-
versities, national programs, and other serv-
ice providers;

Whereas the total spent by the Department
for elementary and secondary education does
not take into account what States must

spend to receive Federal dollars and comply
with requirements, it also does not reflect
what portion of the Federal dollars allocated
to school districts is spent on students in the
classroom;

Whereas American students are not per-
forming up to their full academic potential,
despite significant Federal education initia-
tives, which span multiple Federal agencies;

Whereas according to the Digest of Edu-
cation Statistics, during the 1995–96 school
year only 54 percent of $278,965,657,000 spent
on elementary and secondary education was
spent on ‘‘instruction’’;

Whereas according to the National Center
for Education Statistics, in 1996, only 52 per-
cent of staff employed in public elementary
and secondary school systems were teachers;

Whereas according to the latest data avail-
able from the General Accounting Office, in
fiscal year 1993, Federal education dollars
funded 13,397 full-time equivalent positions
in State educational agencies;

Whereas in fiscal year 1998, the Depart-
ment of Education’s paperwork and data re-
porting requirements totaled 40,000,000 ‘‘bur-
den hours,’’ which is the equivalent of 19,300
people working 40 hours a week for 1 full
year;

Whereas too much of our Federal edu-
cation funding is spent on bureaucracy, spe-
cial interests, and ineffective programs, and
too little is effectively spent on our Nation’s
youth;

Whereas getting 95 percent of all Federal
elementary and secondary education funds
to the classroom could provide substantial
additional funding per classroom across the
United States;

Whereas more education funding should be
put in the hands of someone in a child’s
classroom who knows the child’s name;

Whereas burdensome regulations, require-
ments, and mandates should be removed so
that school districts can devote more re-
sources to children in classrooms; and

Whereas President Clinton has stated: ‘‘We
cannot ask the American people to spend
more on education until we do a better job
with the money we’ve got now.’’: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives urges the Department of Education,
States, and local educational agencies to
work together to ensure that not less than 95
percent of all funds appropriated for the pur-
pose of carrying out elementary and sec-
ondary education programs administered by
the Department of Education is spent to im-
prove the academic achievement of our chil-
dren in their classrooms.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. GOODLING) and the
gentleman from Missouri (Mr. CLAY)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. GOODLING).

Mr. GOODLING. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I believe it is important that we go
about the work of reauthorizing the El-
ementary and Secondary Education
Act and also appropriating funds for
education, that Congress renews its
commitment to the principle that edu-
cation dollars are most effectively
spent in the classroom.

Two years ago the Dollars to the
Classroom resolution was overwhelm-
ingly supported by this chamber by a
vote of 310 to 99. This resolution is a
resolution that the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. PITTS) has been tre-
mendously influential in bringing be-

fore our committee and then to the
floor of the House. It is difficult for me
to think of what could be more non-
controversial than Congress recog-
nizing the importance of sending dol-
lars directly to the classroom. We want
to make sure every tax dollar we spend
on education makes a real difference in
the life of a child.

Specifically, the Dollars to the Class-
room resolution calls on the U.S. De-
partment of Education to work with
States and local school districts to en-
sure that 95 percent of funds for ele-
mentary and secondary education are
spent to improve the academic achieve-
ment of our children in their class-
rooms. The United States spends twice
as much; I repeat, the United States
spends twice as much as any other
country to administer education.

Too much is spent on bureaucracy at
all levels of government. We need to do
our part to make sure that Federal dol-
lars do not enable bureaucracies at
State and local levels to grow even
larger. We know very little about what
proportion of Federal dollars are spent
in the classroom. The Department of
Education says 84 percent. Others say
even less. But we do not need to argue
about the exact number.

The evidence of bureaucracy taking
away resources from the classrooms
are plentiful. For example, more than
13,000 employees are funded with Fed-
eral dollars and State education agen-
cies to administer Federal programs. It
would take 20,000 full-time employees a
year to fill out all of the paperwork
produced by the Department of Edu-
cation. In just the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act there are more
than 60 programs. Overall there are
more than 760 education programs.

I think we can all agree that Con-
gress should be about the business of
empowering parents and teachers to do
their jobs as effectively as possible,
and that means giving them the re-
sources to educate children as effec-
tively as possible. It is time to trans-
form the Federal rule to make it stu-
dent centered, not program centered,
to make it results centered rather than
process centered. At the end of the day
what is more important is how these
programs are working to improve stu-
dent achievement. We want to make
sure that every tax dollar counts and
goes to helping children learn. We
think this is best accomplished by
moving resources to the people who do
help children learn, parents and class-
room teachers.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, all of us agree that it is
important to send the vast majority of
education dollars to the classroom. In
fact, that is exactly what the Federal
Government is doing right now accord-
ing to the new report by the GAO. On
September 30, GAO released an anal-
ysis of the top 10 education programs
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